
Internode 
greater 

than  2cm

Z30
End tillering

 1st topdress before Z32

MONITOR SOIL MOISTURE – IRRIGATE ON TIME

Protect flag leaf with fungicide

AVOID WATER-LOGGING to retain tillers Irrigate to retain grain numbers Irrigate for grain size

Z86
Hard dough

Z32
Second node

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Z39
Flag leaf ligule 

 just visible

Z49
Awns visible

Z65
Mid flowering

Z75
Milk stage

Z81
Soft dough
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Less than  
1cm

More
than
1cm

Spike

Crown

Ligule just 
visible

A white, milk like 
fluid can be squeezed 
from the grain when 

crushed between 
fingers

Grains are soft  
but dry, squeezing  
them produces a  

soft dough

Grains are firm  
and hard and difficult  

to crush with  
fingers

Awns

Half of spikes 
with anthers

CRITICAL PERIOD 
AVOID WATER STRESS
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The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing (Oct 2017) and may not be accurate, current or complete. 
The State of New South Wales (including the NSW Department of Industry), the author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the 
accuracy, currency, reliability or correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should make their own 
inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related to material contained in this publication.

First node

HIGH YIELDING IRRIGATED WHEAT
GOOD SURFACE DRAINAGE IN WINTER AND MOISTURE AT FLOWERING ARE THE KEY


